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The President apparently has poll-

sters who have told him, ‘‘What you’ve
got to do is establish some leadership
credentials, so go over there, and look
presidential, act like command in
chief, and the people will reward you
for it.’’ Not only that, they told him
something, and if this is the way he is
operating, and this is truly what is be-
hind this, this is a very cynical way to
manipulate the American people and to
perhaps bring about the loss of lives
and a lot of dollars. They said, you
know, ‘‘It doesn’t matter if the Amer-
ican people are opposed to this action,
it does not matter if Congress is op-
posed to it. You put the troops in the
field, and they will be forced to do the
loyal thing and say they support the
American troops.’’

That is the box he is putting us in,
and I think he is making a tragic mis-
take, and I wish he would reconsider.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas [Mr. BRYANT] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. BRYANT of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]
f

FOCUSING ON A POSITIVE FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. FOLEY] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, first of all,
I wanted to thank the President of the
United States. We had the great for-
tune of going to the White House the
other evening for the Congressional
Ball, and my mother, Frances Foley,
was in town. I was able to take her to
that great honor, and it was an evening
of celebration, it was an evening of
sharing the great bounty of this Nation
in the people’s home, the White House,
and, yes, as a Republican, it was a
great honor to be in the company of
President Clinton and his wife.

The spirit that was alive in the
house, the White House, that evening,
was one that should be evident on this
floor, one that should be evident in the
debate about our budget for the Na-
tion’s future. He signed the veto mes-
sage the other day, and the pen failed
to write, and while many are making a
joke about it, it does symbolize one
thing: Our well is dry here in the Na-
tion’s Treasury. We are running on
empty financially. It is time to step up
to the plate and face the very impor-
tant responsibility of Congress with
the help of the President in balancing
the budget with legitimate numbers,
with legitimate dialog, with legitimate
protections for our Nation’s resources,
but doing it in an honest and honorable
and peaceful fashion, so that all Ameri-
cans, regardless of party, can be proud
of the actions of this Congress, that
they have, in fact, done the people’s
work and they have done it profes-
sionally and respectfully.

I want to discuss another issue be-
cause from time to time Members of
the House talk about public education
as if it is a disaster, and they make un-
kind statements to public education.
The teaching profession, teaching our
children, is one of the most noble pro-
fessions in our Nation.

There are problems in schools. There
are problems on campuses. But they
are not all related to schools and pub-
lic education. They are related to a lot
of external factors in our Nation.

I think about one of my counties,
Palm Beach County, and I think of all
the great things our school systems are
doing. My father is a principal of an al-
ternative school, a school of last resort
for children with behavioral problems,
drug addictions, truancy problems. He
tells us often about the successful
graduations of children that were oth-
erwise thought of as not having a po-
tential for passing anything, never
mind high school, but they graduate;
stories about young girls who become
naval officers, who are the top of the
naval class, who a few years earlier
were counted out as derelicts, druggies,
incompetent youth. The School of the
Arts in Palm Beach County, allowing
kids to express God-given talents in
arts, and music, and dance, and thea-
ter, things that are not traditional, but
they are learning something that they
have a skill and an expertise in. Junior
ROTC programs teaching children mili-
tary leadership. They are enrolling doz-
ens of people in my school community,
and they are succeeding in educating
our young people. The science, the
math, the police academies that spring
up around our communities that are
successfully graduating children with
an educational opportunity that allows
them to go out, and get a job and be-
come meaningful, taxpaying, produc-
tive citizens.

Palm Beach Garden High School; I
visited the film school. We did inter-
views. They had tremendous techno-
logical equipment, learning to be little
broadcasters. Someday they may be on
the evening news.

These are things that are working in
our school system that we need to
magnify, talk about in a positive way,
show that public education is working,
show that teachers who are sacrificing
in a job dealing with difficult students
are doing so because they love this
country, they love children, and they
want to see the future of those children
succeed.

Future Farmers of America pro-
grams, 4–H Clubs, all things that are
working in public education that we all
too often in Congress just say things
are bad in public education, but it is
time to stand up for the programs that
work. It is time to talk about the one
thing that we can make certain when
we talk about the future direction of
America is that children have a posi-
tive education, that they learn, that
they are inspired, that they are told
different things, learn to work on com-
puters, learn to talk about children

who may not go to college, but in fact
may work at McDonald’s, may in fact
become a store manager and a store
owner, may work at Publix as a bag
boy and rise to be a manager of that
store; that it is within each of us that
we can excel, that we can excel and be
supportive of this great country of
ours.

We have got to focus in this Congress
about the very good things in our Na-
tion and not always be talking about
negativity, and disastrous con-
sequences and evil, mean-spirited poli-
tics, because this Nation is the great-
est Nation on Earth. God’s gift to us
has been one of being able to enunciate
those positive things on this floor.

So let us respect teachers, let us re-
spect public education, let us respect
private schools, but education is
everybody’s future, it is our Nation’s
salvation, it is the elimination in the
future of crime and dependency in our
Nation.

So, I urge my colleagues to focus in
the next year ahead, as we enter 1996,
on positive education, positive future
for our Nation, positive leadership for
our children.
f

KEEP MEDICAID INTACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today
was National Medicaid Day, and my-
self, and Senator LAUTENBERG, and a
number of other Members of Congress,
participated in an event on the front
lawn of the Capitol where we stressed
the fact that the Medicaid changes
that have been proposed by the Repub-
lican leadership will have a severely
negative impact on the low-income
people, be they seniors, children, the
disabled, who now benefit from the
Medicaid Program, which is the Fed-
eral program that guarantees health
care for low-income people.

I was very pleased to see that yester-
day when the President signed his veto
and sent his veto message to Congress
in reaction to the Republican leader-
ship budget that he stressed the ex-
treme impact, if you will, and the un-
acceptable changes in the Medicaid
program that were set forth in that Re-
publican budget. I am hopeful that dur-
ing the negotiations that are taking
place now over the budget where the
President and the congressional leader-
ship, particularly the Republican lead-
ership, seek to come together on a
compromise budget bill, that the bill
will successfully keep Medicaid intact
and guarantee health care coverage for
those people that are currently covered
by the Medicaid Program.

What I think is most important dur-
ing these negotiations is that the Med-
icaid guarantee, the guarantee that has
been around here now for 30 years, that
low-income people have health care
coverage, that those same eligible peo-
ple be eligible in guaranteed health
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